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19 September 2014 

 

EAST MIDLANDS AIRPORT 
 

INDEPENDENT CONSULTATIVE COMMITTEE 
 

Monitoring, Environment, Noise and Track  (MENT) Sub Committee 
 

APPROVED------Minutes of the Meeting 
held at East Midlands Airport on Friday 19 September 2014 

 
Present: 
Independent Facilitator & Chair     Mr B Whyman MBE, Ch, JP 
 
Organisation: 
Leicestershire County Council     Councillor T Pendleton 
Consumers’ Association/WHICH    Dr A Manhire & Mr I Jones 
Melbourne Civic Society      Dr P Grimley 
Nottinghamshire County Council     Councillor A Brown 
SAVE – Save Aston Village Environment   Mr J Gidlow 
PAIN – People Against Intrusive Noise    Mrs P Beddoe 
 
East Midlands Airport: 
Environment Manager MAG     Mr T Walmsley    
Environment Adviser MAG     Mr D Foote 
Minute Secretary      Mrs A Lamin 
 
14/17M APOLOGIES AND DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
 The Chairman welcomed everyone to the meeting.  Apologies were received from Cllr 

Males, P Hewett and S Leech.  There were no declarations of interest. 
 

14/18M MINUTES OF MEETING HELD ON 6 JUNE 2014 
a) The minutes of the meeting held on 6 June 2014 were accepted as a true record 

subject to two amendments: 
14/10M (vii)   The CAA is urging the air industry to reduce noise levels …. 
14/11M          A report will be presented to the October ICC meeting…. 
 

b) Matters arising not covered on the agenda: 
14/13M          EMA confirmed consideration of inclusion of Aston on Trent as a 
potential Noise Monitor location if monitor numbers are increased. 

 
14/19M 
(i) 

CHAIRMAN’S COMMENTS: 
A report from The Melbourne Civic Society:  ‘Trends in Freight Payload’ is included on 
the meeting agenda. 
 

(ii) A recent report published shows that MAG has boosted regional economies by £4bn, 
and highlights employment, the academy scheme and £300k given to community 
groups to 229 separate organisations. 
 
A member suggested the need for independent verification and consideration and a 
member advised the need for background on the calculations taking into account the 
value of direct and indirect employment.   Copies of the 2012/13 Sustainability 
Investment Report were circulated to the meeting. 
 

(iii) EMA was cited during a recent Westminster debate as an example of East Midlands 
regional activities amounting to £239m. 
 

(iv) Holiday travellers via EMA have increased with +6k passengers over the August Bank 
Holiday.  Twitter carried both good and bad comments with slow security and queues 
highlighted.  A member said that heightened security over that weekend would have 
increased queues. EMA said that travellers are carrying more personal items and more 
trays are being used per passenger.  Passengers are still also carrying liquids into 
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security and both of these issues contribute to delays.  A member requested 
information on these issues as a more reliable source than Twitter.  EMA will provide 
information to the next meeting. 
ACTION:  EMA 
 

(v) EMA have accepted there are problems at busy times with queues on arrival but refuse 
to compromise security. A member said that the Border Agency need to be more 
efficient. 
 

(vi) Members agreed that the Chairman continue to provide appropriate and relevant 
information to ICC meetings. 
 

14/20M 
(i) 

MEASURES, REPORTING AND KPIs: 
A detailed, illustrative Environment Report ‘2014Q1’ was tabled and reviewed. 
David Foote outlined the format and proposed content.  Comments included: 

 The intention is to produce this quarterly summary report which would be 
circulated to the MENT meetings which have been confirmed as held three 
times each year; 

 Each MENT meeting would then consider the report(s) alongside a screen 
presentation providing in-depth detail and comparisons; 

 Flights:  sectors to include passengers (schedule and charter), freight and 
mail; 

 Breakdown needed on numbers of flights, both day and night time, as numbers 
not percentages; 

 Headline figures in the report would give the opportunity for drill down and 
further discussion at meetings; 

 Agreed:  Three sectors, two time periods and numbers not percentages; 

 ATMs were confirmed as commercial flights.  Training, military, flying school, 
positioning flights and business jets are not included in ATMs; 

 Detailed information is available through the CAA website but members 
requested that the information be provided in the EMA reports; 

 Members emphasised the need to retain the ability to monitor and compare 
numbers annually and retain three years’ comparison; 

 Members confirmed reporting on the level of complaints was relevant; 

 EMA proposed a separate community relations report to include complaints 
and this was accepted. 
 

Following detailed discussions it was agreed that a small group convene following this 
meeting to review and define information to be provided in the reports.  EMA reiterated 
that the intention would be to provide quarterly snapshots to the MENT meetings, 
review comparisons and drill down information as required. 
 
A member suggested that the old and new systems run in tandem to enable 
comparisons. 
 
EMA will implement the modified proposals and run the reports in parallel for the next 
meeting.  Members thanked the MAG team for reviewing the reports and providing the 
information. 
ACTION:  EMA 
 

(ii) A member asked if visual approaches can be identified and EMA will check and 
advise. 
ACTION:  EMA  
 

(iii) A member again raised issues concerning training flights, particularly over Aston on 
Trent.  Numbers are worse than last year.  Pilots have been asked to avoid the village 
but this is not happening.  As an example on 18 June 2014, fourteen flights over a 
short period were recorded by the member and these did not appear on Webtrak.  The 
member suggested this is a deliberate attempt by the airline to avoid leaving evidence 
to avoid complaints, is a deliberate manipulation of information and is of serious 
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concern. 
 
EMA will consider the issues raised and report to the next meeting. 
ACTION:  EMA 
 

14/21M TRENDS IN FREIGHT PAYLOAD: 
Dr Paul Grimley, Melbourne Civic Society, outlined the report circulated.  The report 
included Data: Freight Tonnage and ATMs and Discussion.  In summary, contrary to 
previous Masterplan projections -  ‘It appears that the trend towards lighter payloads 
and more freight aircraft is caused by a growth in internet shopping, lighter parcels, 
meaning that aircraft reach maximum volume before maximum weight.  Thus it has 
gradually become necessary to deploy more aircraft merely to move the same tonnage 
of freight.’ 
 
A member said that less weight means less fuel and easier take off, and a member 
said that land parcel carriers via motorways and roads have increased. 
 
Members said that disadvantages could include more flights although DHL are 
introducing bigger aircraft.  However, the overall noise is not increasing as projected. 
 
Members agreed that business needs to address the issues and reduce package sizes 
to avoid ‘airfreighting fresh air.’ 
 
It was agreed that the issues be raised at the ICC when DHL and Royal Mail can be 
included in discussions. 
ACTION:  EMA 
 
On behalf of members the Chairman thanked Dr Grimley for the detailed information 
provided and the issues raised.  Dr Grimley thanked EMA for providing information to 
enable detailed statistical analysis. 
 

14/22M TRUNCATION OF DEPARTURE ROUTES: 
Tim Walmsley outlined proposals,  Key points included: 

 Truncation will reduce fuel needed and CO2 produced 

 Manchester SID (Standard Instrument Departure) has been identified in the 
CAA policy as a candidate for truncation; 

 The CAA is working with NATS (National Air Traffic Services) to monitor 
benefits over the next twelve months; 

 Consultation requirements were outlined and the requirement for approval by 
the airport authority; 

 There is the potential to truncate (SID) at EMA by the end of 2014; 

 This feeds into future airspace strategy – ‘Single European Sky’, and fits with 
LAMP (Light Aircraft Maintenance Programme) and NTCA (Non Type Certified 
Aircraft); 

 Upper airspace use was designed forty years ago and redesign will increase 
aircraft efficiency and safety and will reduce Air Traffic Control intervention. 

 
Tim Walmsley confirmed the intention to present information and briefing sessions on 
this and other projects to MENT and this was welcomed by members. 
 

14/23M ENVIRONMENT REPORT: 
The report circulated was reviewed.  Total figures on Engine Testing and Training 
Flights were amended.  CDA compliance for arrivals is a NATS initiative aiming for 
improvement countrywide and is being rolled out at EMA through the Pilots’ Awareness 
Group.  Wind turbine production was reviewed and will be discussed at the ICC. 
ACTION:  EMA 
 

14/24M FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS: 
EMA outlined proposals for future meeting agenda.    Presentation and discussion 
would be at the MENT meetings and copy papers and slides would be circulated to all 
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ICC members. 
 
MENT members agreed to review the proposals and feedback to the next meeting. 
 

(i) Sub-committee reports, as modified 
(ii) NATS presentation:  LAMP 
(iii) Noise system demonstration 
(iv) DHL Green Strategies 
(v) Renewable Energy 
(vi) Climate Change adaptation * 
(vii) Noise penalty scheme 
(viii) Noise charging scheme 
(ix) Other topics generated by stakeholder interest 
(x) Performance Based Navigation (PBN) 
(xi) Winter operations/foams/spill responses/noise 

 
*It was noted that internal workshops on Climate Change Adaptation are being held at 
EMA in October. 
 
The Chairman reminded members of the responsibility of all ICC committee members 
for the scrutiny and oversight of EMA policies and initiatives. 
ACTION:  EMA/MENT MEMBERS 
 

14/25M DATE OF NEXT MEETING: 
A schedule of ICC and sub-committee dates will be reviewed at the next ICC meeting. 
 
The next MENT meeting is scheduled for:  Friday 6 February 2015 
 
……………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

 


