
There is no ban on night flights in the UK but, in conjunction with our airline 
colleagues, we are continually implementing and improving a very  

Environmental Information

What information is displayed? 
 
All aircraft arriving at, or departing from,
Bournemouth Airport are displayed.   
 
 
How up to date is the information shown? 
 
WebTrak is not able to be viewed in ‘real time’.  To
maintain aviation security, there is a 24-hour delay in
the information displayed. 
 
 
What do the characters mean when the airline 
and aircraft information is displayed? 
 
The airline and aircraft information is displayed in the
three or four letter codes typically used by the
International Civil Aviation Organisation (ICAO).  If
you would like more details regarding these codes
please visit:  www.airlinecodes.co.uk. 
 
 
I have noticed that WebTrak shows some aircraft 
as operating at an altitude of zero feet, surely this 
can’t be correct? 
 
The altitudes displayed by WebTrak are transmitted
by the aircraft.  On occasions some aircraft do not
transmit altitude information.  When this happens,
WebTrak simply displays the altitude as zero. 
 
 
Why do some aircraft appear to fly so much lower 
than others? 
 
It is quite normal for aircraft to operate at a range of
altitudes.  This depends on whether an aircraft is
arriving at, or departing from Bournemouth or,
indeed, if it is simply flying over the area.   
 
It is important to stress that aircraft vary considerably
in size and, as a result, larger aircraft often appear to
be operating at a lower altitude than others. 
 
 
 

 

Can you provide information on aircraft that 
didn’t arrive at, or depart from, Bournemouth? 
 
WebTrak can only indicate the presence and altitude
of these aircrafts by a black aircraft symbol. 
 
 
I have noticed that some aircraft just appear, or 
disappear, on the WebTrak display. Why is this? 
 
WebTrak shows aircraft that are flying below 15,000
feet.  As a result, the display will first show aircraft
when they descend below this altitude.  This can
happen anywhere on the display and so some aircraft
can suddenly appear – this is quite normal.  Where
aircraft are climbing, WebTrak will no longer display
their track once they climb above 15,000 feet. 
 
 
How do I know if the aircraft that I have seen was 
on the correct route, and flying at the correct 
height? 
 
The Airport’s Air Traffic Controllers are always in
close contact with all aircraft that operate to, or from,
Bournemouth.  We wish to reassure you that aircraft
comply with our procedures and instructions as well
as the requirements of the Civil Aviation Authority
(CAA).  Departing aircraft are contained within tightly
controlled ‘departure corridors’, whilst arriving aircraft
do not have any defined routes – see our fact sheets
on arriving and departing aircraft for more
information. 
 
 
Why is some of the aircraft information missing?
 
On rare occasions the full details of an aircraft
operation might not be displayed.  As well as for
security purposes, there are a number of technical
reasons why this might occur.  We will continue to
work closely with the system supplier to ensure that
the data presented is as accurate and
comprehensive as possible. 
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