
March 2015 traffic statistics 
 

15th April 2015 
 

 
Manchester Airport Breaks All Time Record High Passenger 

Numbers 
 

Passenger numbers at the MAG airports of Manchester, London Stansted and East 
Midlands showed continued strong growth during March. Together, the airports handled 
3,530k passengers - 17% up on the previous year. 

Manchester saw 1,573k passengers pass through the terminal in March 2015, up 10% on 
the same month last year. The total number of passengers flying from Manchester in the 
year rose to 22.3 million, an increase of 7.4% over the previous 12 months and the most in 
its 77-year history, beating the previous 12 month record set in July 2006. 
 
Stansted Airport saw 1,671k passengers pass through the terminal in March 2015, up 24% 
on the same month last year and the 10th consecutive month of double digit growth. The 
total number of passengers flying from Stansted Airport in the year rose to 20.9 million, an 
increase of 16.3% over the previous 12 months, the highest annual rate of growth of any 
major UK airport. 

Airports 
(passengers) 

March 2015 % change Moving 
annual 
total 

%  change 

Manchester 1,573k +9.6% 22,324k +7.4% 

London Stansted   1,671k +24.4% 20,923k +16.3% 

East Midlands 258k +15.9% 4,588k +5.6% 

Bournemouth 27k (4.1%) 658k (1.5%) 

Total 3,530k +16.5% 48,493k +10.7% 

 
Ken O’Toole, Managing Director at Manchester Airport commented: “This is a magnificent 
achievement, an historic milestone for Manchester Airport and UK aviation, as well as a 
huge boost for the economy and the North of England. 
 
“We have worked closely with our airline partners to cement and maintain this continued 
growth, increasing capacity and frequency on existing routes, plus confirming new services, 
particularly to serve demand that exists from Manchester in the long-haul market. 
 
“It’s great news that an increasing number of the 22 million UK residents living in our 
catchment area are choosing to fly from Manchester. With Manchester Airport having spare 
runway capacity we can offer those customers and airlines an alternative to travelling via a 
congested London airport.” 
 



Andrew Harrison, Stansted’s Managing Director, said: “The first three months of 2015 have 
been an extremely busy and exciting time for Stansted as the airport welcomed nearly one 
million more passengers during the period than in 2014. The total number of passengers 
using the airport in the last 12 months grew by over 16% to leave us tantalisingly close to the 
21 million passengers a year milestone. 

“In March, passenger numbers were up by more than 24% over the same month last year. 
This excellent performance has seen Stansted experience double digit growth for ten 
consecutive months, a fantastic achievement and testament to the strength of our airline 
partners who have added more routes, increased frequencies to key destinations and seen 
more people on each flight.  

“Growth in domestic traffic has been particularly strong with passenger numbers up 40% 
over last year due to new Scottish flights from Ryanair plus the arrival of Flybe to serve 
Newcastle and Isle of Man with a Newquay service joining later this year.” 

 

-ENDS- 

For more information, contact the MAG press office on 0161 489 2700 or email 

press.office@manairport.co.uk 


