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MAG Airports Soar Past Passenger Number Milestones As 2015 

Gets Off To A Flyer 
 

Passenger numbers at the MAG airports of Manchester, London Stansted and East 
Midlands showed continued strong growth during January. Together, the airports handled 
3.0 million passengers - 17% up on the previous year. 

Stansted Airport has passed the 20 million passengers a year milestone for the first time 
since 2009 as a bumper start to 2015 saw annual traffic figures increase by 13.3% over the 
previous 12 months. 

January traffic numbers grew by over 28% as over 326,000 more passengers passed 
through the airport compared to the same month last year to make it the busiest January at 
Stansted since 2007 and the highest monthly rate of growth since April 2004. 

Manchester Airport, the UK’s third busiest airport, has hit the 22 million passenger mark for 
the first time since 2007. 

Since January 2014, 22 million passengers have used the airport, flying to a range of 210 
international destinations including Singapore, Las Vegas, Washington DC, New York, Paris 
and Dubai, with new and recent destinations including Hong Kong and Jeddah. 

 

Airports 
(passengers) 

January 
2015 

% change Moving 
annual 
total 

%  change 

Manchester 1,312k +7.1% 22,059k +6.3% 

London Stansted   1,486k +28.1% 20,305k +13.3% 

East Midlands 184k +13.3% 4,529k +4.4% 

Bournemouth 21k (1.9%) 662k (0.8%) 

Total 3,002k +16.9% 47,556k +8.9% 

 
Andrew Harrison, Stansted’s Managing Director, said: “To be the UK’s fastest growing major 
airport and pass the symbolic 20 million passenger milestone just four months after breaking 
through the 19 million a year figure is a fantastic achievement and a clear demonstration of 
the popularity and importance our passengers place on the extensive route network we offer 
with our airline partners at Stansted. 



“Stansted serves over 170 destinations and provides more scheduled routes into Europe 
than any other UK airport. It’s this connectivity that continues to drive our rapid passenger 
growth along with the strength of our thriving catchment area at the heart of the growing and 
increasingly successful London-Stansted-Cambridge economic corridor. 

Ken O’Toole, Chief Commercial Officer of Manchester Airports Group (MAG), said: 
“Manchester Airport’s significant growth is testament to the critical role it plays in UK 
aviation, providing the North of England and our extended catchment area with global 
connectivity through an unrivalled network of short and long haul destinations. We have 
more than 22 million people living within two hours of Manchester Airport and our continued 
addition of new routes and increased frequencies is seeing customers choose Manchester, 
rather than other airports. 

“We continue to grow thanks to the strength of our catchment, the support of our airline 
partners and the continued hard work and dedication of all MAG colleagues. With more than 
65 airlines and over 210 routes from Manchester, there is huge choice for passengers, 
whether flying on business or pleasure.2015 is set to be another busy year for the airport 
and we look forward to adding even more routes to our offering.” 

 

-ENDS- 

For more information, contact the MAG press office on 0161 489 2700 or email 

press.office@manairport.co.uk 


