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MAG’s passenger numbers rise again 
 

The number of passengers using Stansted Airport each year is growing at the fastest rate 
since February 2005 as over 19.4 million passed through the terminal in the 12 months 
ending October 2014, an increase of 9.8% over the previous year. 

Monthly passengers increased by 16.9%, the largest monthly increase in over 10 years, as 
more than 1.8 million passengers flew through Stansted in October, over 272,000 more than 
used the airport in the corresponding month last year. 

October’s performance signals the start of one of Stansted’s busiest winter seasons for 
many years and is in addition to the announcement last week that Flybe, Europe’s largest 
regional airline, will launch new flights to the Isle of Man, Newcastle and Newquay from 
March 2015. 

The growth in passengers continues to be driven by increased frequencies on key routes 
across Europe plus an increase in the average number of seats sold on each aircraft – up 
from 81.6% in 2013 to 85.2% in October 2014. 

Airports 
(passengers) 

October 
2014 

% change Moving 
annual 
total 

%  change 

Manchester 2.008m +7.1% 21.8m +5.8% 

London Stansted  1.8m +16.9% 19.4m +9.8% 

East Midlands 451,313 +4.8% 4.4m +4.0% 

Bournemouth 70,126 -0.2% 666,804 +2.4% 

Total 4.4m +10.7% 46.3m +7.2% 

 
Two million passengers chose to travel through Manchester in October 2014, an increase of 
7.1% on the same month last year, with a 12% increase in those passengers flying 
internationally. 

This growth now takes the rolling annual total for Manchester Airport to 21.8 million 
passengers, with the symbolic figure of 22 million expected to be reached within months. 

Scheduled international passenger traffic grew following a host of new route launches and 
the introduction of increased capacity on existing long haul routes. More destinations are 
being added in preparation for next Summer with Miami, USA, another currently unserved 
destination, due to start in Summer 2015. 



During October, Ryanair announced it would be extending its winter flying schedule from 
Manchester and a new service to Eindhoven in Holland, a previously unserved destination, 
launched. 

Flybe also commenced a new year-round daily service to Amsterdam, marking the start of its 
winter flying programme, where it will operate 17 routes to and from Manchester offering a 
choice of up to 660 flights a week. 

Saudia Airlines announced an additional service on its successful Manchester- Jeddah 
flights, increasing their offering from three to four flights per week on a Tuesday, Thursday, 
Saturday and Sunday. The addition of the flight reflecting the popularity of the service since 
it launched at the start of Summer 2014. 

It also comes as the Government, Manchester and the other great cities in the North of 
England, have pledged to work together to re-balance the economy by creating a ‘Northern 
Powerhouse’. 

 

-ENDS- 

For more information, contact the MAG press office on 0161 489 2700 or via 

email at press.office@manairport.co.uk 

 
 


