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Strong early Summer performance shows improving 
conditions for UK airport group 

Passenger numbers at the MAG airports of Manchester, London Stansted, East Midlands 

and Bournemouth showed continued strong growth during May. Together, the airports 

handled 4.4 m passengers - over 7% up on the previous year. 

 

Growth was driven by increased load factors and the start of new routes from a range of 

carriers including American Airlines, Jet2.com and FlyNas. This continues the positive trend 

demonstrated by the largest UK-owned airport group over the last year, and reflects the 

success of its strategy of building long term commercial relationships with airlines. 

 

Airports 
(passengers) 

May 2014 % change Moving 
annual total 

%  change  

Manchester 2.036m +7.5% 21.096m +5.2% 

London Stansted   1.819m +7.6% 18.290m +3.3% 

East Midlands 468,923 +5% 4.391m +9.6% 

Bournemouth 76,747 +1.5% 670,317 -0.3% 

Total 4.401m +7.1% 44.449m +4.7% 

 

Charlie Cornish, Chief Executive of MAG, said: “May was a good month for the business, 

particularly with the announcement that long haul services will be returning to London 

Stansted for Summer 2015. Thomas Cook Airlines released plans to fly to the USA and 

Mexico and we will be looking to add more long haul connections over the course of the 

year.” 

 

“Additionally, with a new service to Miami from Manchester for next Summer with Thomas 

Cook Airlines, these are further signs of economic recovery at our airports, as the American 

city was not served previously. We believe that there is a strong case for the Government to 

innovate in the way Air Passenger Duty is structured to encourage airlines to start new long 

haul routes from UK airports. It will help put us on a level playing field with European airports 

to attract new services, and generate economic benefits in the regions.”� 

 



ENDS 

For more information, contact the MAG press office on 0161 489 2700 or email 
press.office@manairport.co.uk  

For more information on Investor relations relating to MAG, call 0161 489 5820 or email 
investor.relations@magairports.com 


