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Late Easter boosts passenger stats across MAG airports 

MAG, the owner and operator of Manchester, London Stansted, East Midlands and 

Bournemouth airports, saw a rise in passenger volumes of 5% during April 2014, with the 

Easter period falling later contributing to the rise.  

Growth was driven by several full services carriers with increased load factors at Manchester 

from carriers such as Virgin Atlantic, Flybe, KLM, Swiss and Qatar Airways. While leisure 

carriers such as Jet2.com and Monarch have delivered additional passengers through East 

Midlands Airport. London Stansted topped the 18 million passenger mark for the first time 

since December 2011. 

 

Airports 
(passengers) 

April 2014 % change Moving 
annual total 

%  change  

Manchester 1.695m +11.3% 20.954m +5.5% 

London Stansted   1.725m +10.7% 18.162m +3.4% 

East Midlands 358,444 +8% 4.369m +10% 

Bournemouth 62,791 +1.4% 669,204 -0.2% 

Total 3.842m +10.6% 44.156m +5% 

 

Charlie Cornish, Chief Executive of MAG, said: “Our airports continue to deliver growth 

across the UK and play a vital part in driving forward economic activity. It’s an important year 

for our industry in the UK as we await the Government’s response to the Airport 

Commission’s recommendations on how to make the best use of existing capacity before 

any new runway can be built. We believe our airports will play a vital role in supporting 

continuing economic growth in this period.  

“The level of growth we’re seeing across the airports is encouraging and highlights the 

important role that airports like Stansted and Manchester will play over the next 10-15 years.  

But we could and should be doing more.  For example, by prioritising improvements to rail 

links from London to Stansted to provide faster connections we could serve more of the 

London market, and provide benefits to a much wider group of passengers.” 



MAG is also continuing to build a network of direct links into important growth economies 

such as China. During April, Cathay Pacific Airways announced that it would launch a four-

times-weekly service between Manchester and Hong Kong from 8th December 2014. This 

will be the only non-stop direct service from to China outside of London. The direct route will 

support the Airport City development, the focus of Greater Manchester’s Enterprise Zone 

project, and MAG is preparing to take part in a road show to Beijing, Shanghai and 

Shenzhen during June 2014 to encourage more businesses from the Asia Pacific region to 

locate headquarters in Manchester. 

ENDS 

For more information, contact the MAG press office on 0161 489 2700 or email 
press.office@manairport.co.uk  

For more information on Investor relations relating to MAG, call 0161 489 5820 or email 
investor.relations@magairports.com 

 

Notes to editors: 

 MAG is privately managed on behalf of its shareholders - IFM Investors - 35.5%, 
Manchester City Council - 35.5% with the remaining 9 Greater Manchester Councils 
holding - 29%. 

 MAG is the largest UK-owned airport operator, serving over 40 million passengers 
every year and handling 600,000 tonnes of air freight every year, through its 
ownership and operation of Manchester, London Stansted, East Midlands and 
Bournemouth airports.  

 MAG also includes the commercial property company, MAG Property, which has 
over £500m of property assets across the four airports and is leading the £800m 
major Enterprise Zone development, Airport City, at Manchester. 


